Press Release
Les Roches International School Launches a Two-Degree Hospitality Program with Kendall College
Bluche, Switzerland, 17 June 2014—Les Roches International School of Hotel
Management has launched a two-degree hospitality program with Kendall
College, which is ranked No. 1 in Chicago, Illinois, U.S., for preparing students
for careers in hospitality management and culinary positions (TNS Global –
2013 Survey). The two-degree program seeks to fulfill the hospitality industry’s
need for graduates who have both international experience and are
multicultural-savvy. According to the TNS survey, more than half (56%) of
respondents employed by luxury hotels indicated they would prefer graduates
with international experience and only one in five (21%) stated that it would
have no influence on their decision.
The two-degree program allows students to combine a bachelor’s degree in
hospitality management at the Les Roches campuses in Switzerland or Spain
with an extra nine months of study at Kendall College in Chicago. Students will
have the opportunity to complete their second Les Roches six-month
internship in the U.S. Upon successful completion, they will receive two
bachelor-level degrees from Les Roches and Kendall. Students may also apply
for a 12-month permit to work in the U.S. and gain practical training.
“Our two-degree program is yet another option for our students to experience
hospitality in different countries and cultures, giving them a global edge in the
job market once they graduate,” said Sonia Tatar, Les Roches CEO Worldwide.
“Les Roches always strives to expand the opportunities for its students. This
U.S. experience is an extension of our global integration, mobility and agility.”

In 2013, Chicago had a record 46.2 million tourists visit, including an increase of 14% international
visitors, totaling 1.37 million international visitors, with the biggest gain coming from Asian regions.
Recently, the mayor of Chicago set the objective of increasing this number to 55 million visitors by 2020.
As new high-end hotels are built in the city, they will need to recruit leaders whose talents are
unmatched.
“Chicago is quickly becoming one of the top tourist destinations in the U.S., with 46.2 million visitors
traveling to the city in 2012,” said Emily Williams Knight, president of Kendall College. “The students
from Les Roches are already expertly trained, but coming to this booming tourist city will provide them

with a unique perspective on how American and European standards vary and how hospitality
professionals can best cater to the needs of those in different environments as well as tourist from
across the globe. Our talented teaching staff will only further their knowledge of global trends and
prepare them to be sought-after candidates when they enter the industry.”
The program will focus on hospitality management, relevant language skills, as well as the economic and
socio-political dynamics of the country’s hospitality and tourism industry. The curriculum and live-in
experience will provide students with a global understanding of what it means to be international in the
hospitality industry. Classes start in July 2014.
For more information about the new two-degree program, please visit http://www.lesroches.edu.
About Les Roches International School of Hotel Management
Les Roches International School of Hotel Management is a private Swiss Institution that offers
undergraduate, graduate and post-graduate programs. Les Roches is accredited at university level by the
New England Association of Schools and Colleges, Inc. (NEASC) (www.neasc.org) and offers programs in
the fields of hospitality, tourism, and event and entertainment management. Nestled in the Swiss Alps
at 1,274 meters in the small village of Bluche, just a few minutes’ drive from the famous ski and golf
resort of Crans Montana, Les Roches offers its international student body dynamic educational
environment that allows them to gain hands-on experience to start an exciting and diverse career. For
more information, please visit: www.lesroches.edu . Les Roches is part of Laureate Hospitality
Education, a leading hospitality management education group (www.laureatehospitality.com).
Les Roches International School of Hotel Management (Marbella)
Les Roches Marbella, a branch campus of Les Roches International School of Hotel Management, is a
private Spanish Institution active in the fields of hospitality and tourism. It offers undergraduate and
post graduate programs. Les Roches Marbella is accredited at university level by the New England
Association of Schools and Colleges, Inc. (NEASC) (www.neasc.org). Located in the heart of Spain’s Costa
del Sol, just a few minutes’ drive from the famous harbor of Puerto Banús, Les Roches Marbella offers its
international student body a dynamic educational environment that allows students to flourish
academically, culturally and socially while embarking on exciting and diverse professional international
careers. For more information, please visit: www.lesroches.es . Les Roches is part of Laureate
Hospitality
Education,
a
leading
hospitality
management
education
group
(www.laureatehospitality.com).
About the Kendall College School of Hospitality Management
Kendall College, founded in 1934, is located in Chicago, Ill., and is a member of the Laureate
International Universities network. Kendall offers undergraduate degrees in business, culinary arts, early

childhood education and hospitality management to a diverse and passionate community of more than
1,800 students. The curriculum combines strong academics with practical experience and international
educational opportunities to give students in business, hospitality and culinary arts programs the skills
and expertise to be leaders in their professions. Kendall College was ranked the No. 1 program in
Chicago for preparing students for careers in hospitality management and culinary arts in a survey of
management at Chicago’s leading hotels and Michelin Guide restaurants (TNS Global - 2013 Survey). The
School of Hospitality Management focuses on the art of hospitality and the science of management with
a focus on the European tradition of superior customer service and American managerial know-how.
Kendall College is accredited by The Higher Learning Commission and a member of the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools (NCA), www.ncahlc.org . For more information, visit
www.Kendall.edu.
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